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to the majesty of God and obstacles which deflect
the pure worship of that majesty.
It has been remarked as a curious by-product
of Puritanism that it threw men back on to the
pursuit of wealth as their main occupation. It
is from Puritanism that we derive modern indus-
trial capitalism, the centralization of wealth in a
few hands, the dispossession of the masses
and their exploitation by a small number of
those who control the means of production: all
that we call Capitalism. But though industrial
capitalism and its evils are a product of Puritanism,
they are only so at second-hand. The Puritan
of Oliver CromwelPs day, and Oliver Cromwell
himself, the typical Puritan, was greedy of
wealth indeed, but not as a single occupation
of the mind, nor even as the chief business of
man. The ardent occupation of Cromwell and
those like him was the contemplation and wor-
ship of Calvin's sanguinary God; the defence
of his proclaimed worship; and the extirpation
of his enemies.
The accidents by which Oliver Cromwell
became the typical figure of English Protestant-
ism in its extreme or Puritanical form were
these:
He was a cadet of one of those millionaire
families who had gained their enormous wealth